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France without directly overthrowing the Versailles order, in the hope that Germany's overwhelming economic force would secure her eventual economic leadership in the union. Such prospects, together with its strictly anti-Bolshevist attitude, secured the support of German Big Business men, Conservatives, and Social Democrats for Pan-Europe.1 In due course, together with the increased influence of Fascist Italy and the reaction following on Hitler's access to power, the liberal element was completely dropped from " Pan-European " ideology. Its main conception, now, became the collaboration, within some mystical "European3' unity of civilisation, of liberal and fascist capitalist states, according to the cc Four Powers " pattern. Even in June 1939, Pan-Europe was defended as a satisfaction of Germany's claim to participate in colonial exploitation.2
Coudenhovc was, to use a British political term, only a partial appcascr, i.e. he did not desire to give Germany a completely free hand in Europe. Therefore, in the speech just mentioned,2 he changed his original attitude and suggested that Britain, though not her dominions, should be admitted to the European Union. For, without Britain, France would never be able or willing to resist further German aggression. But this change entailed the abandonment of the whole foundation of Coudenhovc''s hitherto consistent conceptions. If, as the price of appeasing Germany, " the greater part of Africa " was to be left to the joint exploitation of the members of a European Union, and those members only, what would become of the British Commonwealth of Nations ? How could Britain at the same time grant preferences to her Dominions and be a member of a European Customs Union ? Or, alternatively, should she merely help in Europe's defence without enjoying the economic advantages of the European Union ? How were the Far Eastern parts of the Pan-European Empire to be defended by merely English forces, without India and Australia being interested in that defence ? And if the British Empire was to be divided into parts which entered the Pan-European Union and others which remained outside, what would be the defence value of Britain, the only reason for which Coudenhovc was now including her in his scheme ? And would the inhabitants of this island be ready to drop their old connections in order to be allowed to guarantee8
1 Goudenhove, op. tit. (1939), pp- 66-7.
2 Coudenhove, op. cit. (1939)  (International Affairs).
3 Of course, without the U.S.b.R., for this was an essential condition of" European.